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Key Stage 2: Easter Triduum 

Page 1:   About this Lesson Plan 

Page 2 & 3:  Lesson Plan 

Page 4:   Maundy Thursday Group – Work Sheet 

Page 6:   Good Friday Group – Work Sheet 

Page 8:   Easter Vigil Group – Work Sheet 

Page 10:  List of thing that need to be made 

Page 11:  Supporting Artwork/Music 

Requirements:  

- card and paper for making various items 

- pens/paints/art equipment – depending on your preference. 

- 2 copies of the worksheets (pages 4-9) printed off to guide the children 

- Music: Meditative/Gloria (optional) 

- print out supporting artwork (optional if you want to reduce the amount of work for the children) 

Preparation 

- Check the list of things that need to be made 

- Make sure you have all the art equipment you need to make all of those things. 

- Print off 2 copies of the worksheets (pages 4-9)  

- Prepare a set of art equipment for each group 

- If you are using music make sure it is prepared for the final lesson – if you are using our YouTube 

Start the video before the lesson so any adverts have been shown before the lesson starts. 

Duration: 2 - 3 RE lessons and 1 Art lesson. 

Objective:  

- To learn more about Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter.  

- To listen to the readings, think about them and think about what they mean to each child personally. 

Learning Outcomes: 

- It should stretch their ability to work in a group and co-ordinate how to make each “service” happen.  

- Show them the importance of bringing each aspect of a project and each person together to enable a 

project to flow. 
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Lesson Plan 

Lesson 1 and optional Lesson 2 

Overview: 

Explain that you will be look at the 3 days around Easter: 

- Maundy Thursday – the day that Jesus had his last supper and afterwards was arrested 

- Good Friday – the day when Jesus died 

- Easter Sunday – the day when Jesus came back to life – also known as the resurrection 

Ask 3 children to read out the 3 passages on the Readings sheet. 

Either:   Split the class into 3 groups one for each Bible passage. 

Or:    Ask the children to think about which passage means the most to them and choose that passage. Then 

put them into 2 groups based on their choice. 

 

Optional ς ȅƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǘǳǊƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ƳŜŘƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ǘƻ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ά[ŜŎǘƛƻ 5ƛǾƛƴŀέΥ 

- put some quiet music on 

- read a passage slowly 

- have some silence for the children to think 

- ask them to say a word or a phrase that struck them from the passage 

- then read the passage again 

- at the end you could ask them to share what struck them a why 

This will be a second lesson ς if you do the optional meditation 

Once they are split into groups – explain that they are going to re-enact parts of the service they have chosen 

from the Easter Triduum. 

Give them the worksheets as a guide and then ask them to read through and start planning how they will 

make it happen. 

After they have had 10-15 minutes of discussion go round to each group to ask them: 

- what they will do 

- what they need to make 

- how they will make it 

- who will make each thing 

Make sure each group have filled in the Things to Make Sheet below 

Collect the sheets at the end so they are safe for the next lesson. 
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Lesson Plan cont. 

Art Lesson 

Preparation 

Go through the sheets to see what people are going to make and how they will make it. 

Tip: We would suggest photocopying the sheets in case different members of the group need to have the 

sheet, and most importantly so you have a copy of the sheet in case anything gets spilt on it. 

CƛǊǎǘƭȅ ŎƘŜŎƪ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ƳƛǎǎŜŘ ŀƴȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ƛǘŜƳǎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜΦ  

Go through ǘƘŜ ά²Ƙŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ȅƻǳ ǳǎŜΚέ ŎƻƭǳƳƴ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǿƘŀǘ ŀǊǘ ŜǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜŜŘΦ Lǘ Ƴŀȅ ƴŜŜŘ ǎƻƳŜ 

ŎǊŜŀǘƛǾŜ ŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǘƛǾŜǎ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜ ŘƻƴŜ ƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ 

ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜΦ 

You can use the Art Help Sheets at the end of this lesson plan to speed things up, reduce the amount the 

children do, to give them a helping hand, or to rescue things if any of the items they make go wrong.  

Art Lesson:  

Get the class back into their groups and ask them to spend the first few minutes looking back at the sheet 

as a group to check what they are doing, how they are doing it, what they will need, and who is doing 

what. 

Get them to start work. 

If you have classroom assistants make sure they are dealing with any problems people may have, whilst 

you go round to check each group and each person knows what they are doing. 
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Maundy Thursday group 

Look at the Maundy Thursday column on page 8 of the paper. What 3 things are mentioned about this 

service? 

 

What  happens after communion? 

- The Eucharist - Jesus in the form of bread - is slowly led away from the main altar to a separate 

altar to one side ς representing Jesus being taken away.  

- Then the main altar is stripped ς reminding us of Jesus having his robe taken away. 

- For the only night of the year, the tabernacle is left open and then candle next to it is blown out. 

- The Church is left empty and bare except for the altar where the Blessed Sacrament is ς called the 

Altar of Repose. 

       
Altar of Repose and the Stripping of the Main Altar 

Work out as a group how you can re-enact this service.  

What will you need to make/draw?   

Such as making candles, a tabernacle, a chalice, flowers, a main altar, and an altar of repose. 

Tip: when leading Jesus from the main altar to the altar of repose take candles from the main altar with 

you ς this is what happensΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŎŀƴŘƭŜǎ ς as the Good Friday group will make them and give 

them to you before you start.  

Work out: 

- who will pretend to wash feet 

- who will pretend to have their feet wash ς just choose one or two people.  

- who will do the reading 

- who will slowly take Jesus from the main altar to the altar of repose 

- who will carry candles 

- who will strip the altar. 

- who will open the tabernacle and take away the candle 
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Bible Reading: 

Jesus poured some water into a wash basin and began to wash the disciples' feet and dry them with the 

towel around his waist.  

Jesus said: “I, your Lord and Teacher, have just washed your feet. You, then, should wash one another's 

feet. I have set an example for you, so that you will do just what I have done for you.” 

While they were eating, Jesus took a piece of bread, gave a prayer of thanks, broke it, and gave it to his 

disciples. “Take and eat it,” he said; “this is my body.” 

Then he took a cup, gave thanks to God, and gave it to them. “Drink it, all of you,” he said; “this is my 

blood, which seals God's covenant, my blood poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins”. 
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Things to Make Sheet 
Circle the Group:  Maundy Thursday  Good Friday  Easter Vigil 

Following your discussions, work together to fill in this sheet to help you work out everything you will need 

to make to re-enact your service. 

Lƴ ǘƘŜ ά²Ƙŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ȅƻǳ useΚέ ŎƻƭǳƳƴ ς say what art equipment you will need for each thing you have to 

make ς such as card, pens, scissors, material etc. 

What will you make? How will you make it? What will you use? Who will do it? 

 
For example 
2 large candles 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Roll a large piece of white card 
and put a flame in the top 

 
 
Large piece of white card 
of paper, sticky tape, felt 
tip pens 

 
 
John and Sarah 
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Things to Make Sheet 
Circle the Group:  Maundy Thursday  Good Friday  Easter Vigil 

Following your discussions, work together to fill in this sheet to help you work out everything you will need 

to make to re-enact your service. 

Lƴ ǘƘŜ ά²Ƙŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘΚέ ŎƻƭǳƳƴ ς say what art equipment you will need for each thing you have to 

make ς such as card, pens, scissors, material etc. 

What will you do? How will you do it? Where in the room? Who will do it? 

 
For example 
Move to altar of 
repose 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Pick up candles from main altar 
and walk slowly to the altar of 
repose 

 
 
Main altar at the front. 
Altar of repose to one side. 

 
 
Sophie and Ben 
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Good Friday 

Look at the Good Friday column on page 8 of the paper. 

What is different in the Good Friday Service: 

- There is no beginning ς it starts in silence 

- The priest enters and then lies down in front of the bare altar which was stripped the night before. 

- After the readings a large cross is brought in from the back covered in a cloth. There is someone on 

either side carrying candles. The priest stops at 3 points and uncovers part of the cross and says 

άBehold the wood of the Cross on which hung the salvation of the world.έ 

- The cross is place on the floor in front of the altar, with the candles either side. 

- A cloth is put on the altar ς and the Our Father is said. 

- People leave in silence 

 
Pope lying on the floor in front of the altar – a priest carrying in the cross 

2 people should make candles, the rest of you should make a large cross on some card. When you have made 

the candles please give them to the Maundy Thursday group for them to use. You can pick them up after 

they have done the Maundy Thursday Service. 

Work out who will: 

- Walk in and lie down in front of the bare altar 

- Do the reading 

- Carry the cross in slowly and say “Behold the wood of the cross on which hung the salvation of the 

world.” 

- Carry the candles in with the cross. 

- Put the cloth on the altar – 2 people would be best 

- Start the “Our Father…” 
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Tip: Make sure that there is a few seconds silence when the reading is finished – and if all of your group go 

down on one knee – everyone else should follow – don’t worry if they don’t.  



 
 

10 
 

 

Bible Reading 

They crucified him and then divided his clothes among them by throwing dice.  After that they sat there 

and watched him. Above his head they put the written notice of the accusation against him: “This is 

Jesus, the King of the Jews.” Then they crucified two bandits with Jesus, one on his right and the other 

on his left. 

At noon the whole country was covered with darkness, which lasted for three hours. At about three 

o'clock Jesus cried out with a loud shout, “My God, my God, why did you abandon me?” 

Jesus again gave a loud cry and breathed his last. 
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Easter Vigil 

Look at the Easter Vigil column on page 8 of the paper ς what is different to a normal Mass. 

- Starts at the back in silence and in darkness ς with a fire 

- The fire is blessed and a large candle called the paschal candle is lit from the fire 

- The candle is brought into the Church lighting it up and each person lights a candle and passes the 

light onto the next person 

- Lots of Readings tracing the history of the Old Testament from Creation to Jesus. 

- Glory to God in the Highest ς Easter has begun ς bells ring, music plays and the lights go on. 

Work out what you will need for this service: 

A large candle as the Paschal Candle, a fire ς drawn or made of cut up bits of paper, flowers for the altar. 

 

Paschal Candle       Fire made out of sticks and coloured paper 

Work out who will: 

-  hold the paschal candle 

- Who will bless the fire and pretend to take a light from the fire and light the paschal candle  

- Who will do the readings ς at least 2 people  

- Who will ring the bells if you have any 

- Who will press start the music if you have any 

- Who will close the tabernacle and put a candle next to it. 
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Bible Readings 

Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to look at the tomb. Suddenly there was a violent 

earthquake; an angel of the Lord came down from heaven, rolled the stone away, and sat on it.  

The angel spoke to the women. “You must not be afraid,” he said. “I know you are looking for Jesus, 

who was crucified. He is not here; He has been raised, just as He said. Come here and see the place 

where he was lying. Go quickly now, and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised from death, and now he is 

going to Galilee ahead of you; there you will see him!’ Remember what I have told you.” 

So they left the tomb in a hurry, afraid and yet filled with joy, and ran to tell his disciples. 

Suddenly Jesus met them and said, “Peace be with you.” They came up to him, took hold of his feet, and 

worshiped him.  

 

Plan the service ς look at the Maundy Thursday column on page 8 of the paper 

Think about what you need to enact the Maundy Thursday service 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tell the class that you want them to work together in their group to create a picture based on their passage. 

Sit them quietly in their groups. Optional: play some meditative music. 

One person from each group should quietly read their passage to their group whilst the music is still playing. 

Once they have read the passage, sit quietly for a few moments and think about their passage. 

Someone from each group should read the passage again and sit and think about what it means to them. 

Ask them to quietly share with their group anything that struck them about the passage they heard. 

Ask them to work out how they could put their all the ideas in their group into one picture. 

Tip: They could just do a separate pictures on the piece of card or you could encourage them to come 

up with a single picture that includes all their ideas and then draw it together. 
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Once they have finished their artwork they will need to present it to the rest of the class.  

Give them a few minutes to work out whether one person will present it, in which case they need to include 

everyone’s ideas, or each person in the group can explain their own section. 

Ask the Maundy Thursday group(s) to present their picture. Then  Good Friday. Then Easter Sunday. 
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Conclusion 

- These 3 days are remembered in the Church by 3 

separate services. But together they are called the 

Triduum. Although they are 3 services on 3 different 

days, one runs into the next one. So: 

o Maundy Thursday has no proper end, everyone 

just leaves in silence 

o Good Friday has no proper beginning and end 

people just enter and leave in silence. 

o Easter Vigil (usually celebrated on the Saturday 

night) starts in silence. 

Use the Spring edition of Your Reach and turn to page 8 which 

shows how one day of the Triduum flows into the next. Get the 

children to trace how the days flow from one to another – 

starting at the top of Maundy Thursday, working down to the 

bottom and then back up to the top to the start of Good Friday 

etc. Talk about the pictures and symbols they pass as they trace 

their way through the page and see how they relate to the 

pictures the children created. 

 

Time Left Over 

- Mention anything that you think is important about any of the days, that was not said 

- Ask if people have learnt a bit more about the passage they chose 

- Ask if anyone has learnt anything about one of the passages they did not choose 

- Would any of them change which passage the relate to the most? 
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Readings for the Children 

Maundy Thursday: 

Jesus poured some water into a washbasin and began to wash the disciples' feet and 

dry them with the towel around his waist.  

Jesus said: “I, your Lord and Teacher, have just washed your feet. You, then, should 

wash one another's feet. I have set an example for you, so that you will do just what I 

have done for you.” 

While they were eating, Jesus took a piece of bread, gave a prayer of thanks, broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples. “Take and eat it,” he said; “this is my body.” 

Then he took a cup, gave thanks to God, and gave it to them. “Drink it, all of you,” he 

said; “this is my blood, which seals God's covenant, my blood poured out for many for 

the forgiveness of sins”. 

 

 

Maundy Thursday: 

Jesus poured some water into a washbasin and began to wash the disciples' feet and 

dry them with the towel around his waist.  

Jesus said: “I, your Lord and Teacher, have just washed your feet. You, then, should 

wash one another's feet. I have set an example for you, so that you will do just what I 

have done for you.” 

While they were eating, Jesus took a piece of bread, gave a prayer of thanks, broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples. “Take and eat it,” he said; “this is my body.” 

Then he took a cup, gave thanks to God, and gave it to them. “Drink it, all of you,” he 

said; “this is my blood, which seals God's covenant, my blood poured out for many for 

the forgiveness of sins”. 
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Readings for the Children 

Good Friday:  

They crucified him and then divided his clothes among them by throwing dice.  After 

that they sat there and watched him. Above his head they put the written notice of 

the accusation against him: “This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.” Then they crucified 

two bandits with Jesus, one on his right and the other on his left. 

At noon the whole country was covered with darkness, which lasted for three 

hours. At about three o'clock Jesus cried out with a loud shout, “My God, my God, 

why did you abandon me?” 

Jesus again gave a loud cry and breathed his last. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Good Friday:  

They crucified him and then divided his clothes among them by throwing dice.  After 

that they sat there and watched him. Above his head they put the written notice of 

the accusation against him: “This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.” Then they crucified 

two bandits with Jesus, one on his right and the other on his left. 

At noon the whole country was covered with darkness, which lasted for three 

hours. At about three o'clock Jesus cried out with a loud shout, “My God, my God, 

why did you abandon me?” 

Jesus again gave a loud cry and breathed his last. 

  



 
 

17 
 

Readings for the Children 

Easter: 

Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to look at the tomb. Suddenly there was a 

violent earthquake; an angel of the Lord came down from heaven, rolled the stone 

away, and sat on it.  

The angel spoke to the women. “You must not be afraid,” he said. “I know you are 

looking for Jesus, who was crucified. He is not here; He has been raised, just as He 

said. Come here and see the place where he was lying. Go quickly now, and tell his 

disciples, ‘He has been raised from death, and now he is going to Galilee ahead of 

you; there you will see him!’ Remember what I have told you.” 

So they left the tomb in a hurry, afraid and yet filled with joy, and ran to tell his 

disciples. 

Suddenly Jesus met them and said, “Peace be with you.” They came up to him, took 

hold of his feet, and worshiped him.  

 

 

Easter: 

Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to look at the tomb. Suddenly there was a 

violent earthquake; an angel of the Lord came down from heaven, rolled the stone 

away, and sat on it.  

The angel spoke to the women. “You must not be afraid,” he said. “I know you are 

looking for Jesus, who was crucified. He is not here; He has been raised, just as He 

said. Come here and see the place where he was lying. Go quickly now, and tell his 

disciples, ‘He has been raised from death, and now he is going to Galilee ahead of 

you; there you will see him!’ Remember what I have told you.” 

So they left the tomb in a hurry, afraid and yet filled with joy, and ran to tell his 

disciples. 

Suddenly Jesus met them and said, “Peace be with you.” They came up to him, took 

hold of his feet, and worshiped him.  
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Art Help Sheets 

Candles – large and small 

 

 

 

Tabernacle 

 

  



 
 

19 
 

 

Ciborium 
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Flowers 
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Fire 
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Jug 
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Bowl 
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Crucifix 
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Paschal Candle 

 

 


